
Walz Provision Included in House VA Bill

Asks VA to improve access to health care for rural veterans

  

Washington, DC – Today, the House passed legislation that included a Walz provision designed
to build on past VA success in improving access to health care for rural veterans by continuing
to establish Community-Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOC) around the country. 

  

“Veterans who live in rural areas need access to health care just as much as veterans who live
close to a VA hospital,” said Walz. “Having clinics right in our communities means veterans
don’t have to spend hours traveling to and from doctors appointments. After their service and
sacrifice, improved access to health care is the least we can do.”

  

Several weeks ago, Congressman Walz asked the Veterans Appropriations Subcommittee to
include language that encourages the VA to continue to provide health care to veterans through
Community–Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs). 

  

In April, a new CBOC opened in Mankato. Another one is scheduled to open in southern
Minnesota, near the Iowa border. The exact location has yet to be determined.

  

Text of language included in H.R. 2055 – Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act: 

  

The Committee encourages the VA to continue to provide health care to veterans through
community-based outpatient clinics (CBOCs). Due to the increasing number of veterans located
in rural areas, this creates additional challenges in providing access to quality health care.
Community-based outpatient clinics address this challenge by providing essential care to
veterans in existing programs and develop new programs within community-based outpatient in
order to provide veterans access to quality health care.
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