
Veterans Affairs

I am committed to the health and wellbeing of our veterans. If you are a veteran encountering
issues with your military benefits, an existing VA claim, awards and commendations earned but
not received, or other service or separation related issues, my Rochester staff may be able to
help you.

  

General information about veteran’s issues: Visit the Department of Veteran’s Affairs websi
te . 

  

21st Century GI Bill: information can be found here .

  

Request a copy of your military records: you must fill out the form SF-180. This form can be
downloaded by clicking here . If you have
completed the SF-180 and have not received a timely response, my office can check on the
status of your request.

  

File a claim: If you have not yet filed a claim for benefits you may have earned as a result of
your military service, your County Veterans Service Office can help you file your claim. To
locate your CVSO, click here . If your claim has been incorrectly processed by the
VA, lost or delayed in the review process, my office may be able to help rectify the situation.
Please call my Rochester office at 507-206-0643 and ask to speak with the Veterans Affairs
Constituent Advocate.

  

For assistance with the VA, you must complete a Privacy Act Release  form, as well as a Medi
cal Information Release
form if the claim requires the review of confidential health information. In order to start the
process, you must return these forms to my Rochester office by mail or fax.
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http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.va.gov
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.va.gov
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.gibill.va.gov/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.archives.gov/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.macvso.org/cvso.html
images/stories/Privacy_Act_Release_Updated.pdf
images/stories/Medical_Information_Release.pdf
images/stories/Medical_Information_Release.pdf


Veterans Affairs

The following are examples of assistance I've provided to southern Minnesota veterans: 

  

  

Patricia Borowski called my office regarding her late husband, Staff Sgt. Robert Borowski.
Robert served our country valiantly during WWII, earning two Purple Hearts and a Bronze Star
Medal for his service. Robert, however, never received his Bronze Star. After Patricia's call, my
office worked with the United States Army to break the logjam and was able to award the medal,
along with a certificate, so that Patricia Borowski could have them in her possession for
Memorial Day.
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Veterans Affairs

  Patricia Borowski holding her late husband's Bronze Star          “Thank you. With you it is not just what you say but what you do. As a Vietnam veteran, myhusband’s service to his country had finally been recognized and rewarded.” – Gerry Penrose,wife of Chief Warrant Officer Richard Penrose, Retired.   It just wasn’t right that after serving in Vietnam and suffering the effects of PSTD and AgentOrange, Chief Warrant Officer Richard Penrose (Retired) should have to fight to receive theservice related disability and VA benefits to which he was entitled. My office worked with the VAto get Mr. Penrose’s disability increased to 100%. I also corrected a problem Penrose had withreceiving his previous benefits retroactively. Now Richard and his wife Gerry are receiving thefull disability and concurrent military pension.          Private Jay Haugesag, a Vietnam Veteran from Mankato, had a disability claim pending with theDepartment of Veterans Affairs. Mr. Haugesag was experiencing financial hardship as a resultof not receiving payment for this claim. My staff and I were able to help expedite his disabilityclaim with the VA and Mr. Haugesag was mailed a check for the $34,000 of payments that wereowed to him by the VA.       Private First Class David Mahlke III, of Winona, was injured in the line of duty during the initialinvasion of Iraq in March 2003. After returning home to Winona, David discovered that hisdischarge papers did not reflect his service in Iraq and had not been awarded any of the medalshe had earned for his service. These errors prevented David from obtaining or displaying theMinnesota State Iraq War Veteran license plates that he wanted for his pickup truck. My officecontacted the Army and asked them to correct David’s discharge papers. The Army correctedits mistake, added David’s service in Iraq to his discharge papers and awarded David themedals he had earned in service to his country. David now proudly displays his Iraq WarVeteran license plates. I presented David with his medals in May 2007.     
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Veterans Affairs

  Congressman Walz and David Mahlke pose with his new license plate.     
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