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July 18, 2012

The Honorable Tim Walz
U.S. Representative

1722 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Walz:

On behalf of the American Academy of Ophthalmology which is the world’s largest organization of eye physicians and surgeons with more than 18,000 members who are in active practice in the United States, I am writing to express the Academy’s strong support for your amendment to H.R. 5856, the FY2013 Department of Defense Appropriations Act, to increase funding for the Peer-Reviewed Vision Trauma Research Program (VTRP) by $5 million.

As you know, the VTRP is the only dedicated funding source for extramural vision research into immediate battlefield needs which is not conducted by the VA, elsewhere at the DOD, or the National Eye Institute (NEI) within the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates identified research into Restoration of Sight and Eye Care as one of the top four DOD health research funding priorities, along with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), and Prosthetics.   

Vision, the sense most critical for optimal military performance in battlefield and support positions, is the most vulnerable to acute and chronic injury.  Research to effectively treat acute eye damage has long-term implications for an individual’s vision health, productivity, and quality of life for the remainder of military service and into civilian life. The VTRP is focusing on translational research to meet immediate battlefield needs by addressing penetrating eye injuries, corneal healing, retinal/corneal protection, diagnosing/treating TBI visual dysfunction, and the eye blast phenomenon, which are among the nine vision research gaps identified by the DOD.  

Again, on behalf of the Academy, I want to thank you for your leadership on defense vision research funding and your amendment to increase funding the VTRP by $5 million, providing a total funding level of $10 million for the program.  

Sincerely,
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Gregory Kwasny, MD

Secretary for Federal Affairs

Suite 400


20 F Street, NW


Washington, DC 20001-6701
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